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                      OPTIONS 4 ADOPTION

REFERENCE LETTERS


***INTERNATIONAL  - requires 3 references (1 from family, 2 non-family). Please include full address and phone number and ask reference to sign the letter with original signature). 
Please ask your references to type a one page letter on your behalf and return the letter directly to you.  They do not have to be in a sealed envelope as you will need to make copies.  When you have all three letters please turn them in to your social worker.  Please be sure that at least one letter is from a family member.  If you have worked with children in the last five years, in any capacity, including as a volunteer, you must obtain a 4th reference as to your interaction with children from someone who has firsthand knowledge.  
Use these points as a general guideline in having your reference letters written:  

· DATE

· Reference for: (ADOPTIVE FAMILY NAME)

· When and under what circumstances did you meet the applicant(s)? How often are you in contact with them? 

· How would you describe their lifestyle, religious and cultural activities?

· How would you describe their home in terms of stability, communication, support network, etc?

· Describe their interactions with children.

· What special qualities will they bring to parenting?

· Are you aware of any aspects of their background or personality that may interfere in the successful parenting of a child?

· Do you have any doubts, reservations or hesitations about the applicant(s)?

· Are there any other comments you would like to share?

· Do you believe this will or will not make a good adoptive home?

Please make sure your references provide this in their letter:

Their name(s), address and phone, and ORIGINAL signature at the bottom of each letter
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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